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TESTING, TESTING...

More than sevendecadesafter the U.S.detonated
anuclearweaponin New Mexico, scientists are
*QDZRUNWRZDIXORBAGHUVWIQGLQJ
the bombeshealth and environmental effects.
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Rewind

The Archives

1981 *U.Sschoolshavechronically beenin crisis,ZNewsweekeportepI.
Asstandardssoftenedand budgetsshrank, parents yankedtheir
kids out of the public school systemin growing numbers, but the under-
lying issueremained: e Too many studentsdonet want to learn, and too
many teachersdonst know how to teach.ZAlmost four decadedater, aswe
areenmeshedin debatesabout standardizedtesting, charter schoolsand
vouchers,we are still struggling to “nd asolution.

1961

*The ultimate paradox of the trial of Adolf
Eichmann,once chief of the Gestaposs
bureau of «Jewishaffairse,is that no
SXQLVKPBDQ¥WLRU L MNdwdweek
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was sentencedto death for his crimes.
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TIJUANA,MEXICO

On the Borderline

Carsline up atthe SanYsidrocrossingport

to enter Californiaon April 4, as President
Donald Trumpretreatedfrom his threat

to closethe entire border with Mexico.

Thenextday, Trump visited a sectionof
reconstructedborder fencein the town of
Calexico,California,and held aroundtable
ZLWRPLIJUBWERROGVEBNLQJ
real progressin letting peopleknowthat

this is anabsoluteemergency,” Trump said.

GUILLERMO ARIAS

NEWSWEEK.COM

INARI,FINLAND FARAKKA,INDIA

Reindeer Games Carry That Weight

Reindeerand their jockeys Laborerscarry claybricks up stairsto
atop skisspeedtoward the DNLO@W K& G VIWERBWHWHQJDO
*QLOKRB P H W H Uon April 3. More than 12 million
UDRKMDPVQRZ FRYHUHSHR QAR U NIL@IG LEDJ VF N
ice track more than 200 kilns,and most of them are essentially
miles north of the Arctic beingheld captive becauseof
Circleon March 31. The outstandingdebts, Reutersreported.
HY HQAD BBV L[ VW D JAkthe country headedinto its general
competition held eachyear elections,labor activistsdemanded

in Finlandsince 1950. actionfrom political party leaders.

ALESSANDRO RAMPAZZO XAVIER GALIANA
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Maduroesdictatorshiphasbeen

atragedyforVenezuela.

»P.22

MENTALHEALTH

Spare Me
the Platitudes

| grievethe death of my adult daughterevery single day. Herees
how you can help peoplelike me,and maybe yourself

child and out of the blue wasimmediately
diagnosedashaving stage4 breastcancer.Shewas
beautiful and fun, and sheloved her children and
husband, Eric. Shewasan Emmy-winning producer
for ESPNand had long, gorgeousred hair. For two
years,shebattled cancerand wrote aspirited blog
that captured her humor, which surprisingly had
not left her. Severakthousand strangerswere cap
tivated by the precious gift of feisty fortitude that
shegaveto her readers.

Shedied in 2010, at age43.1 still cry alot and
think of her everyday. Sometimesthe grief over-
whelms me.

| remember holding her asababy,then watch-
ing her do cartwheelson the beach,then enduring
with parental acceptancehe teenage’eeting punk
shavedhairdo and ayearlater taking
her to Franceto study abroad.

| remember watching her hold her

Leahthree decades before. When baby Oliver was
born in July 2008, Teagan was almost 4 and Wyatt
not yet 2.1 live in Washington, D.C., and Leah lived
in Dallas.sDonet come for two weeks, Mom,Z she
told me. She and her husband could handle every-
thing, and he was taking time off from work.
Thenthe email,just a little something wrong
with the platelets. Then the next one,something
to do with white cells. | froze. And then made a
planereservation. Tests and more tests. | was in the
room when the doctor came in. She did not mince
words. Leah had advanced cancer. Leah and | stared
at eachother, wordless. She made a quick call. Eric
racedto the hospital from work. When he came, |
rushed out of the room and threw up.
| feelsuch pain in my heart as | write this. Los-
ing achild «is a trauma that doesnet go away,Z says
Marsha Mailick, a social scientist at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison
who has studied bereavement. But to

BY
“rstborn, adaughter named Teagan, be an older person when an adult
Leaheyedrans“xed in wonderment, MYRAMACPHERSON child dies brings particular trials,
asmine had beenwhen | first held @scandalsisters both emotional and pragmatic, she

Illustration by ALEX FINE
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Periscope

notes. Asfor me, no one and not
anything could have prepared me
for this loneliest of roads, which
wascompounded by the death of my
secondhusband,who had beenhit
by acar and killed four yearsbefore
Leah’sdeath. | still deeplymissthis
lovely man, my rock, who wasgone
when | sowanted him by my side.

It took all of this to really under-
stand what awful, searinggrief is like:
the punch in the stomach,the feeling
of electricity shocking and shivering
through your body, the tears that
comein aninstant.

Leahwasa ghter to the end, bat-
tling to live for her children and
husband. Shewas erce in her need
to keephope alive. No counseling
preparesyou for learning how to act
upbeatin the faceof terrifying fear.|
retain asenseof guilt that | could not
alwaysbe what shewanted. Later, a
closefriend told me how much Leah
cared for those around her. “She
knew how deeply her being gone
would affectyou,” the friend told me.

“I think shecouldn’t speakto you
about it sometimes,asher experience
and pain of being a [dying] mother,
and you being her mother, hit too
closeto home.”

In my work with hospice,| was
surprised to learn that someelderly
parents feel disenfranchised when,
for example,sympathy and support
is focusedon the surviving spouseor
children. | wasvery lucky; my son-in-
law, his new wife and his family have
made surethat my grandchildren are
wondrously presentin my life.

Many in the grieving field seem
to have all the answers.People
who “hold on to” or prolong their
grief could be considereddealing
with complicated grief or having
unfinished businesswith the dead
person.But | havelearned that all
grief is complicated, particularly if

NEWSWEEK.COM
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it stemsfrom adeeplove and loss.
And peopleshould not bejudged
by atimetable. | think that trying to
assesshe way or how long people
grieveis of no help whatsoever.l
oncewrote that peoplein this coun-
try want grieving friends to “move
on” becausehey don't want to deal
with the pain of others. Theyexpect
“drive-by” grieving, asif friends can
depositit in abank and “getbackto
normal,” not realizing that normal is
nevergoing to be what it wasbefore.
| havelearned to listen, no matter
how long it takesafriend to express
his or her pain, knowing that | am
lucky having friends and family who
havedone the samefor me.
So*“getting over” grief (asif it
were an obstacle courseto leap
over), getting “backto normal” and
“it takestime” are among the plati-
tudes | hate—the onesthat make
me so angry, eventhough | know
people meanwell. Far better to say,
“This really sucks”or “You are going
through hell.” Or awatered-down but
helpful, “I can’timagine what you are
going through.”
Now for the really stupid platitudes.
The rst is, believeit or not, peo-
ple sayingto the parent who haslost
an adult child, “Well, it’s lucky you
had her or him such a long time.”
Unthinkingly cruel.
Thesecondis: “It is not natural for
a child to die before a parent.” This

Grief: the feeling
of electrici
shocking throu
your body,
tears that come
In an instant.

seemsespeciallyaimed at elderly par-
entsgrieving adult children, already
frail with the lossesof friends and
family they haveendured, and who
may beliving alone.Evenif it were
true, it is sofatuous and in no way
offers comfort. | can’ttell you how
often it hasbeensaidto me. And it
is usually delivered with an air of
insufferable certitude.

How on earth doesthis help a
grieving parent? To betold that you
arein someminority of grievers?It
doesn’t! Besidesijt is sofalse.The
opioid epidemic—opioid deaths
of adults aged25to 64 are at their
highest rate ever—leavesundreds
of newly bereavedparentsto weep
everyday, not to mention the paren-
tal grief wrought by suicides,car
accidentsand murders. Countless
millions of parentsthe world over
seechildren die through malnutri -
tion and warfare.

What canawell-intentioned friend
do, then? Four and a half yearsafter
the death of her adult son, author
PaulaStephenanet with other griev-
ing parentsin achapter of the Com-
passionateFriends, an organization
dedicatedto supporting those who
havelost children, grandchildren
or siblings. In an article on Mind
Body Green,shecounselsothers to

“remember our children.” It hurts
when uncomfortable friends grow
silent. “When | speakhis name or
relive memories, relive them with me;
don't shrink away,”Stephenswrote.

Another helpful tip: “Acceptthat
you can’'t‘ X’ us.”Achild lossat any
ageis “not fixable or solvable,’Ste
phens wrote. Stop the platitudes.
Don't sayit has“beenlong enough....
We welcomeyour support and love...
but our senseof brokennessisn’t
going to go away.lt is something to
observe recognize,accept.”

And, perhaps most importantly:

APRIL



PHOTOS COURTESY OF LEAH’S FAMILY

“Realizethat we struggle everydaywith

happiness.”Stephenswho runs the
Crazy Good Grief website,wrote, “It's
an ongoing battle to balancethe pain
and guilt of outliving your child with
the desireto live in awaythat honors
them and their time on this earth.”

I'll add somelessons | have learned
about myself.

Theliving sibling, no matter the
age, needs your understanding. My

FEISTY FIGHTER

Leah’'sbuoyant spirit
shines through in

her wide smiles.

Clockwise from
top: With her family
after diagnosis; at
age 19; the author

and husband Jack D.

Gordon celebrating
Leah’'swedding

son, Michael, hasbeen marvelous
in taking over the role of being the
caring only child. Yetl learned how
difficult it wasfor my sonand me
to comfort eachother about Leah,
although we can talk about almost
anything else.l hadto recognizethat
for some,especiallymales,it isimpos-
sible to talk of their loss,asmuch as
it may havehelped me. Michael is 23
months older than Leah, and their

to Eric in 2004.

bond wasa specialone, quite secret
to me. Now, he hasa hard time even
looking at pictures of the two of them
together. | understand, but | haveto
let go of my maternal desireto com-
fort him when there is little | can
offer excepthonoring his silence.

For me, keepingbusyis important.
| havestarted to work at helping oth-
ersin asmall way.| tutor one day a
weekin aone-on-onereading class
in apublic schoolwith kindergarten
through second-gradestudents. |
learn more than | teach.

This may shocksome,but | never
found help through therapy, anti-
depressantsor survivor groups,
although I tried. Nor did any faith
help me. To be perfectly honest,
some of my anger makesit impos-
sible to feelthat aloving “someone
somewhere”could havetaken my
daughter. Not from me but for her
children, for the wonderful mother
shewould havebeenand what she
could haveshared.

One of my best antidotes: the
company of younger women. | have
found comfort in thosewho would
be my daughter’'sagenow (about
52), perhapssubconsciouslyseeking
them out. Somewere her friends. We
remember sharedtimes—that birth -
dayvacationto a“dudelessranch, so
dubbed becausehere were no males.
Theway Leahcollected strays—dogs,
catsand people.

| would suggesto anyonewho has
lost an adult child to seekout their
children’s closestfriends and cherish
the fact, asl do, that talking about
the loved one we share is cathartic.

Myra MacPherson, a longtime journalist with The Washington Post is the author of ve acclaimedbooks,including Long Time
PassingVietnam and the Haunted Generation and the award-winning All GovernmentsLie: TheLife and Timesof RebelJournalist |.
F. Stone This pieceis adaptedfrom the forthcoming bookAging America: Coping With Loss, Dying, and Death in Later Lifewhich is

being published by the Hospice Foundation of America, where MacPherson is on the board.
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Periscope

OPINION

Born to Run

| helpedTedCruzwin re-electionin 2018.
And it doesn’t get better than Beto

a seriesof debatesagainsthis

Democratic challenger,| wasnervous.

The Texassenator’sre-election race
wasgetting increasingly tight, and as
someonewho hasspentdecadesn
conservativemedia, | tried to prepare
him for the big ght.

After watching from the wings,
| learned this: Beto O’Rourke is
the toughest candidate | haveever
preppedagainstand one of the most
impressivel’'ve everseen.
Themediamight not rec-
ognize his skills, but vot-

How will he connectin Michigan?
And Wisconsin? And lowa? He ran
the table in Harris County, the largest
county in Texassomy guesss, hecan
succeedn all kinds of environments.

How do | know? | spentlots of time
studying O’'Rourke.l beganby going
to the gamefilm. And my goodness,
there is alot. He live-streamedhis life
the way high schoolgirls live-stream
theirs. Beto drinking coffee.Beto
bowling. Beto eating a hamburger.

Betoriding askateboard.
Even Beto doing his
laundry. But what most

BY
ersdo—and will in 2020. interested me were the
In fact, being underesti- LEE HABEEB live-streamedtown halls.
mated may be one of his @LeeHabeeb It made studying

biggestadvantages.

For thosewho believethat he’sa
lightweight, that his social media
habits are not presidential material
and that he doesn’t have enough
experienceor gravitas,I’'m hereto
setyou straight. What he managed
in Texasn his raceagainstCruz was
no uke: O’Rourkegot out the votein
waysnone of us expected.His 4 mil -
lion votessurpassedHillary Clinton’s
3.87million votesin 2016,which had
beenthe highesttotal everachieved
in Texasby a Democrat.

In astatethat’s redder than ared
light, astatewhere aDemocrathasn’'t
won a statewideelection since Gover
nor Ann Richardsin 1990,0’Rourke
lost by aslim margin: 50.9percentto
48.3percent.On that basisalone,he’s
the presidential primary front-runner.

NEWSWEEK.COM

O’'Rourke easy.Sodid
the endlessgushing pro les by every
website,publication and media out-
let imaginable, all essentiallyanoint -
ing him asthe next BobbyKennedy.

In May 2017 Vanity Fair published
a 1,993-wordprofile with this head
line: “Meet the KennedyesqueDem-
ocrat Trying to BeatTed Cruz.” In
February 2018, TheNewYork Times
ran its own puff piece,at 1,690words.
Timemagazinefollowed with a1,658-
word pressreleasemasquerading
asanewsreport. On July 9, Politico
Magazineran a 4,800-word profile,
and Town& Country weighedin with
a3,823-wordpro le. Youheard that
right: Towné& Country! BuzzFeed
would follow with an 8,021-word
piece,and not to be outdone, Texas

Monthly ran an 8,373-word love letter.

The photos that accompanied
the coveragehad the feel of a Ralph
Lauren ad. O’Rourkealwayslooked
great—and he madelooking great
easyAsalways,he looked like aman
of the people.l sayall of this not to
slight him. On the contrary, O'Ro
urke, it wasclear almost instantly,
had real star power. And that matters.

Democrats dismissedPresident
Ronald Reagan’sstar quality, and
Republicansdismissed President
Barack Obama’s.Critics miss the
point about star power. In politics,
it's abig deal.It can’'t be taught. Or
bought. You either have it or you
don’t. O’'Rourkehad it.

O’Rourkeloved the camera.And
the cameraloved him. More import -
ant, the peopleloved him. Thepeople
who attendedthosetown halls he live-
streamedwere not mere Democratic
activists or the party faithful. They
were,dare| sayfans.And having fans
ismore important than having voters.

He had talent on the stump and
didn’t useprepared remarks.He did
what great pastorsdo when they get
comfortable: He preachedon his feet.

His speechesad the feel of areli-
gious revival, without any trace of
Elmer Gantry sanctimony. Always,
he framed things simply and in a
moral dimension—but not with the
anti-capitalist shrillness of Bernie
Sanders Elizabeth Warren or Alex
andria Ocasio-Cortez.

“O’Rourke, It
was clear almost
iInstantly, had
real star power.
And that matters.”

APRIL
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O’Rourkewasnot an angry can-
didate. He wasthe opposite.| might
evensayhe wasa joyful candidate,
and in this ageof angerand resent
ment, this madehim different.

Off the stump, he wasa star too.
| watched him talk to peoplewho
lined up for a quick selfie,and he
turned eventhose small moments
into something personal,meaningful.

Unlike Obama,an introvert who
didn’'t seemto care for the palm
pressing,O’Rourkeseemedto draw
energy from interacting with the
public. In that sensehe had what Bill
Clinton and GeorgeW. Bushhad—an
instinctive feelfor the interpersonal
part of campaigning, the retalil
nature of the business.

O’Rourkewas a natural on the
debatestagebecausehe understood
something profound about the ritual.
It isn't actually a debate.It's an audi-
tion. It waslesslike Firing Line and
more like Americanldol. Asoften as
possible,he kept asmile on his face
and his eyeon the camera,hoping
the peoplewatching at home would
like him more than my guy.

O’Rourke had advantagesthat
critics thought were problems. He
didn’t have a speechwriter, didn’t
have any outside consultants and
didn’t rely on big data. That made
him dangerousand dif cult to pre -
pare againstin battle.

No one understood this better than
Obama.“What | liked most about his
racewasthat it didn’t feel constantly
poll-tested,”Obamasaid on TheAxe
Filesabout O’Rourke’scampaign. “It
felt asif he basedhis statementsand
his positions on what he believed.And
that, you’'d like to think, is normally
how things work. Sadly,t’s not.”

O’Rourke did things his way.
When he committed to visiting all
254 countiesin Texassomepeople
dismissed him, and others wrote it

NEWSWEEK.COM
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off asagimmick he’d nevermanage.

But he wasserious,logging tens of
thousandsof miles covering a state
that’s sobig it could housetwo Cal
ifornias, four Floridas, 28 Vermonts
or 221Rhodelslands.

Why'd he do it? Becausdne wanted
to win overvotersin placesthat oth-
ers would havewritten off. How
better to changesomeone’smind or
heart than to meethim or her?

Thecandidatedid alot of the driv-
ing himself, with aidesin tow. He
often spokeabout how his never-end
ing tour of Texasfelt alot like his
daysmanaging his own punk band—
called Foss—thathe’dassembledn El
PasoHe and his bandmatesstarted a
record label and bookedtours, travel-
ing the country and parts of Canada
during his summersoff from Colum-
bia University, where he majored in
English and captainedthe crew team.
O’Rourkewasn’tthe bestmusician in
the band, but he happily told report-
ersthat he wasthe bestroadie.

That experience,too, wasan big
advantage Many critics madefun of
the not-so-proficient outtakesand
videosof the band. But O’'Rourke
learned important things in that
period of his life. He learned how to
command astage how to play with an
audienceand how to let the audience
play with him. No amount of coach
ing or consultants canteachthat.

O’Rourke had a relentless energy.

“He learned how to
command astage.
No amount of coaching
or consultants can
teach that.”

He was fueled by ambition but
seemedto enjoy himself. That, | sus
pect,is something he learned on the
road with his bandmates.If aband
isn’t having fun, what’sthe point?
O’Rourkewasalsogood at teasing
himself. He often brought up the
fact that he wasstill working hard
on one voter in Texashis mom, who
wasa Republican.And he could be
funny, joking about the low approval
ratings for Congress.*Congresshas
an approval rating of around 9 per-
cent,” he said.“Communism 10 per-
cent. Gonorrhea 8 percent. We're
right in the middle.”
O’Rourkewasa prodigious fund-
raiser, reeling in an astonishing $80
million. And more than $61million
camefrom ActBlue,an online portal
for small-dollar supporters.
O’Rourkehad one last advantage:
He had areal story about his roots.
His El Pasostory. He didn’'t always
love his hometown, and like somany
of usgrowing up, he couldn’t wait to
escape—andeavetensionswith his
father behind. After wandering for a
time and trying life in Brooklyn, he
cameto a life-altering conclusion:
He wasn’'t a New Yorker after all.
Thejourney home is a big theme in
American life. Andin O’Rourke’sHis
story, although | heard it ad nauseum,
waspowerful. Proof you canindeed
go home again.O’Rourkelives a few
blocksfrom the househe grewup in.
Soundsallot like the life of aNew
Jerseyguy named Bruce Springsteen,
who had father problems of his
own and a hunger for the road. An
anthem he wrote might aswell be
O’Rourke’s: “Born to Run.”

Lee Habeeb is vicepresidentof con
tent for SalemRadioNetworkand host
of Our American Stories Helivesin
Oxford, Mississippi,with his wife, Val-
erie, and his daughter, Reagan.
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Rock for Choice

With amemoir,former PlannedParenthood
PresidentCecileRichardsimpartslessonsfor a
new generation of abortion activists

CecileRichardswasthe public
faceof the abortion rights movement.
Wearing her trademark blue—and
sometimes hot-pink—suits, the
head of Planned Parenthood saw
the national women’s health orga-
nization through a tumultuous
time, from escalating death threats

NEWSWEEK.COM

on abortion providers to increased
protestsof clinics to the viral contro-
versyover fakevideosthat alleged her
group profited from
fetal remains. Then,last
year,shesteppeddown.
But her resignation, she
tells Newsweekis far
from a retirement.

BY

NINA BURLEIGH
@ninaburleigh

Her latest book, Make Trouble:
StandingUp, SpeakingOut and Find-
ing the Courageto Lead,servesasa
guidebook for a new generation of
feminist activists;the paperbackedi-
tion—releasedin March—includes a
nine-point “Women’sDeclaration of
Independence.”Themission to pro-
tect abortion rights, she says, is more
urgent than ever.

President Donald Trump, of
course,hasappointed two Supreme
Court justicesbelievedlikely to vote
to overturn Roev. Wade the land-
mark 1973ruling legalizing abor-
tion in the United States,if given
the opportunity. And the Trump
administration hastargetedrepro-
ductive health in other ways.In May
2018,the Department of Health
and Human Servicesannounced it
intended to block clinics that coun-
selor provide abortions—including
Planned Parenthood—from receiv-
ing funds from the so-calledTitle
X program, which provides more
than $250 million annually for
birth control and other reproduc-
tive health care servicesto approx-
imately 4 million people.The nal
version of the so-called“gagrule”
waspublished March 4 in the Fed
eral Register.On March 12,a fed-
eral appealscourt upheld an Ohio
law declining public funding for
PlannedParenthood.

Meanwhile, Republican-con
trolled statelegislatureshavepassed
hundreds of piecesof legislation
curtailing or outright banning
abortion; other measureshaveeven
sought to outlaw or limit accesdo
certain methods of contraception.
Eight statesnow have only one abor
tion clinic left.

Richards spoke to Newsweek
about the Trump resistance,House
SpeakemMNancy Pelosiand misogyny
as an organizing principle.
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EQUAL PROTECTIONRIchards,
opposite, says Trump’s policies on
women'’s rights have been even worse
than expected. Below: Kavanaughat his

waiting for. Tome,that is the waywe
will haveto solvethis. It's not going
to comefrom on high or Washington.

FRQ-UPDWLRQ KHDULQJV LQ \gheh W{!M&thed [Ann Richards]ran

What is your prognosis for the
legality of abortion?
What'sbecomeabundantly clearis
that this administration and a lot
of politicians nationwide are seton
not only ending accesdo safeand
legal abortion, but ending access
to birth control and preventive
health services.

Short term, thesemoveswill have
a devastatingimpact on women,
especiallylow-income women—
and this at atime when we have
the lowest rate of abortion since
Roewasdecided,when unintended
pregnancyis at a 30-yearlow and
when teenagepregnancyis at a
historic low. The administration
should be asking how can we do
more of this, rather than taking away
theseprotections.

Long term, this administration is
jamming through appointments at
arecord pace,reshapingthe federal
judiciary into a much less friendly
place for women.

You say Nora Ephron’s line “Be

the heroine of your own life” is

the theme for American women
now. How?

Women contributed $100 million
more to candidatesin 2018 than
when Hillary Clinton ran for the
presidency.Women are becomingthe
grassrootsfunding basefor politics,
and in everysingle campaign, the
volunteers knocking on doors and
registering voters were overwhelm-
ingly women. Thereis no instruc-
tion manual for this, but thousands
of women are showing up asif to

say: We are the ones we have been

for governor of Texasshewaslike a
unicorn. Shedid it despite being
one of the only women running for
office at the time and having little

support. In a generation, things
havecompletely changed for women
running for of ce.

What about all those American

ZRPHQ ZKR DUH SHUIHFWO\ «QH

“*How can you talk
about child care
policies and take

away children from
mothers at borders?”

with Trump and the way things are
going, including the women who
you write abandoned Christine
Blasey Ford, the woman who
accused Supreme Court Justice
Brett Kavanaugh of assault?

First, women are not a monolith.
But there are fundamental issues
of fairnessand valuesthat women
hold. Women aren’t paid equally. |
don'’t careif you work at Walmart or
Goldman Sachs—womercareabout
that. Workplacestreat pregnancyas
aburden and nuisance.Theseissues
are not Democratic or Republican.

Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner
offered you atrade-off in 2017:
Remove abortion from Planned
Parenthood’s services in order
to retain federal funding. You
rejected that. Doesthe fact that
she is now working on child care
and women’s empowerment
make her someone with whom
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\RX RXOXBEFRPPRRXQ G "their birthdays. Sheis a student of

| guesd watchedto seeif this admin-
istration would havebetter policies
than you might expect.And the truth
is they havebeenworse,which erases
whatever credit Ivanka might getfor
behind-the-scenesconversations
about child care.How canyou advo-
catefor child careand, on the other
hand, take awaymillions of women’s
accesdo great examsand cancer
screening?How canyou talk about
child carepolicies and take awaychil -
dren from mothers at borders? You
can’'t have it both ways.

Hasn't Trump actually been kind of
good for the women’s movement?
How do you keep the activism he
has inspired from not being just,
asyou say, “a moment”?

That is entirely what | am focused
on and what my book is about. The
energywe are seeingwith women is
not simply to resistthe policies of the
administration but to ght for the
kind of country we want to live in.
Thekeyis to channel this energyand
activism into lasting political change.

Nancy Pelosi appears to have
Trump’s number. You worked on
her staff years ago. Explain her
political style and strategy.

| think sheis the most underrated
electedofficial in the country. No
one tapped her and said, “It’s time
for awoman speakerof the House.”
Shegot there the old-fashioned way.
Shecampaigneddoor to door, she
traveled the country, and sheknows
everything about every member
of Congress—their wives’ names,

SISTERHOODFrom top: Richards’
late mother, former TexasGovernor
Ann Richards, after her 1990 victory;
protesters in Los Angeles support
Planned Parenthood in June 2017.

NEWSWEEK.COM

human nature who is interested in
people.Thefact that Nancy Pelosi
has been able to corral a bunch
of independent peopleis a testi-
mony to her intelligence and her
tenacity. And after all her yearsin
Congress, if you don’t think she

“Having alegal right

means nothing if you
can't access care.”

hasn’t dealt with alot of men like
Trump, you're wrong.

Why do you think we are still
*JKWIDERRWRUWLROQUYV
after Roev. Wade? Is it about
mobilizing apolitical base for

the Republicans?

| do think the way the Republican
Partyis now structured—and you can
gobackto the 1994electionswhen the
Christian Coalition wasascendant—
misogyny is an organizing force. The
Republican Party has beentotally
reshaped.Now, publicizing extreme
positions on socialissueshasbecome
the way to succeedn a Republican
primary. This is not sharedamong
Republicansin general,but the polit -
ical party systemhasbecomecaptive
to a loud minority of people.For
example,the FreedomCaucusin Con-
gressareaminority of the Republican
caucus,but they drive the agenda.
This is why we seepeople fleeing
the GOP.Donald Trump used tobe
pro-choice himself.

Do you agree with Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who
has suggested that perhaps Roev.
Wade Z D Y€ D Z HGH F L \DLQR®)
that legal abortion should have
been more gradually introduced,
state by state?

Who among us could everdisagree
with RBGon anything? But you can
never rely on only the legal rights
through the Constitution to protect
you. Youhaveto ght continually for
the valuesit represents.Thatis astrue
of civil rights and voting asit is of abor-
tion rights. Believingthat a Supreme
Court decisionin and of itself lays
the question to restis just afalsehood.
We could never simply rely on our
legal status asa way of having true
equality. Having a legalright means
nothing if you can’t access care.

APRIL

*(77<

521(1 7,921<71853+272"

L6 (TT<

'$(005,&+ 3+272*58$3+< ,1&"7&25%

52% (57

)520 723






Periscope

OPINION

Despot Times

Theself-proclaimedinterim presidentof
Venezuelasaysthis is not about Trump,Maduro
or him—it is about the people of Venezuela

illegitimate National Constitu-
ent Assemblyremoved my immunity.
But this isn’t about what happensto
me. This pieceis about all Venezue
lanswho are ghting hard to restore
our democracy.And this is not about
aconict betweenthe president of
the United Statesand a revolution -
ary leader, as propaganda from
Nicolas Maduro’s friends would
haveyou believe.Thisis a con ict
betweenthe people—who want
freedom—and atyrant.

Maduro’s dictatorship hasbeen
atragedyfor VenezuelaSince2014,
its grossdomestic product hascon-
tracted by 50 percent. For severalyears,
it hashad the world’s highestin ation,
and lastyearit fell into hyperin ation.
Severamillion Venezuelandaveleft
the country. Povertyhasincreasedto
about 90 percent,and more than 65
percent habitually go hungry—the
highest level since records began.
Tensof thousandsof children and the
elderly havedied from malnutrition
or preventablediseases.

In the past 15years,more than
250,000 Venezuelanavedied from
the violence.Thesegures aresimilar
to Mexico’sin the sameperiod, but
it hasmore than 130million people
while Venezuelahas31million. Ven
ezuelahasthe highest homicide rate
per 100,000 inhabitants in South
America.Peopleare being warned of
a bloodbath, but the bloodbath has

NEWSWEEK.COM

beengoing on for years.

To this tragic ledger of lives lost
to social collapseand criminality
we must add the victims of political
repressionperpetrated by organiza-
tions, like the SpecialAction Force,
that have committed numerous
human rights violations—including
almost 9,000 extrajudicial executions,
three times more than the number of
disappearedduring the military dic-
tatorship of AugustoPinochetin Peru.

Thisterrifying picture is completed
by the presenceof hundreds of Cuban
nationals in the VenezuelanNational
Bolivarian Armed Forces,aswell as
membersof Colombia’sNational Lib-
eration Army and the Revolutionary
Armed Forcesof Colombia in vast
areasof our country.

At the heart of this is Maduro,
who hasbeenclinging to power bla-
tantly by usurping the presidency
since January10. But evenbefore
that, he ignored the will of the
votersin the 2015 parliamentary
elections,and in 2017 he stageda
coup, violating the current Venezu
elan Constitution by promoting a
crony, fascistand illegal Constituent
Assemblystackedwith his acolytes.

Meanwhile, the four main demo-
cratic political parties
are banned from run -
ning in presidential
elections. The same
goesfor the opposi-

BY

JUAN GUAIDO
tion’s main leaders. @jguaidd

SinceJanuary23,2018,more than
800 Venezuelandhavebeenarrested,
including 84 minors, and more
than 40 people have beenkilled
by the repressivebodies loyalto
the dictatorship.

To overcomethis situation, wein
the opposition haveproposedathree-
steppolitical plan aimed at restoring
political institutions in Venezuelaan
end to the usurpation of the presi-
dency;the constitution of atransi-
tional government; and calling for
free, fair and transparent elections.
Theseelections must guaranteethe
participation of all Venezuelanswith -
out exception—including Maduro’s

APRIL
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own Chavistas—if we are to bring
about a political reality where every
party canassumeits legitimate place,
re ective of the will of the people.

At the sametime, given the des
perate situation of millions of
Venezuelanswe are fighting for
humanitarian aid to beadmitted into
the country, to ensureaccess$o medi-
cinesand food and help thosein our
population who sufferedthe most in
whateverwayis necessary.

In this endeavor,Venezuelanave
had the support of the majority of
American and Europeandemocra-
cies.Indeed,in August2017,most of
the Latin American countries with

which we share historical and cul-
tural ties formed the Lima Group
to support the effort to re-democ
ratize Venezuela.We are grateful
to them and to all those who have
supported us from abroad and wel-
comed our diasporaand forcefully

displaced Venezuelans. The same is

“Maduro’s dictatorship
has been atragedy
for Venezuela. Poverty
hasincreased to about
90 percent.”

STAND AND DELIVER

Guaid6 wavesto his supporters
during a demonstration in Caracas
on March 9 following widespread
blackouts throughout the city.

true for the Trump administration
and the U.SCongresswhosesupport
hasbeentruly heartening. Weareespe
cially encouragedby the fact that this
policy of diplomatic and economic
pressureon Maduro’s dictatorship is
bipartisan, bringing together Repub-
licans and Democratsalike.

I've played a leading role in this
collective effort asthe National
Assembly’goresident since,in strict
accordancewith the processpre-
scribedby our constitution, | assumed
executivepowers. That hasinvolved
risks to the physical safetyand free-
dom of my family, my collaborators
and myself. Many fear that the strip -
ping of my immunity might bethe
nal stepbefore my own arrest.

But that vote, my potential arrest
or whatevermight follow are not my
greatestfears.| do fear that Venezu
elanswill continue to suffer without
medicinesfor their children. | fear
that the elderly will continue to die
from malnutrition and preventable
diseasesMy greatestfear is that the
dictatorship is allowed to continue,
and with it hunger and hardships
endured by millions of Venezuelans.

Asever,wethe opposition continue
to absolutelyreject aviolent resolu-
tion to this situation. But asNelson
Mandelasaid,“It is alwaysthe oppres
sor, not the oppressedwho dictates
the form of the struggle.”

Juan Guaid¢ is Venezuela'sterim
presidentand the National Assembly
president.His interim presidencyhas
beenrecognizedby almost 60 states
worldwide. Theviewsexpresseah this
article are the author’s own.
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llhan Omar

by JONATHAN BRODER
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In late March,

some18,000peoplecrowded into agrand ballroom the sizeof a
commercial airline hangarin downtown Washington, D.C. for the
annual conference of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC), the largest pro-Israel lobby in the United States. Behind the BREAKINGBARRIERS
stage were a dozen Jumbotrons, which, in between the speeches Eected last year,
broadcast short propaganda “Ims about dally life in Israel. In some, (\),,;nHa,rS? %,Qag fr s
Israelis residing close to the Gaza Strip described their experiences womenin Congress.
of living under Hamas rocket “re. Others showed Israeli agricultur- & R QVEHR N 2\ HURP
. below: Omar; Tlaib at
al “elds being consumed by huge “res, caused by Hamas-launched |, swearing-in with
kites carrying burning, gasoline-soaked rags. Still others showed 6SHD NWW®) BH O RWK.H
elaborate Hamas tunnels that Israeli security forces had discovered. !Sraeli wall separating the
. . : HWéD QN O R3OH

Whenever there was downtime, Israeli songs blared through the ¢y | \RUH J U XE@G
sound system. The effect was total immersion,sight, soundand -HUXVDOHP EDFNJURXQG
speeches,in a pro-Israel experience.

The event is traditionally a rare bipartisan affair, with both
Republican and Democratic leaders heaping praise on the U.S.-
Israel alliance and each pronouncement of the two countriess stra-
tegic and cultural af*nity prompting wild applause.

But this year, when Republicans hit the stage, they dispensed
with the usual comity. Speaker after speaker claimed anti-Semi-
tism had infected the entire Democratic Party,one of the most
toxic charges in American politics. eltes astonishing to think that
the party of Harry Truman, which did so much to help create the
state of Israel, has been co-opted by people who promote rank anti-
Semitic rhetoric and work to undermine the broad American con-
sensus of support for Israel,Z said Vice President Mike Pence. Later,
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo charged that some congressional
Democrats sthink anti-Semitism can actually win them votes,Z and
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell told the audience that
hatred of Jews and Israel is sincreasingly shaping the leftes agenda.Z
With each verbal assault, many in the audience cheered.

For Republican leaders, Exhibit A was a 37-year-old Democratic
freshman: llhan Omar, who, in just a few months, has become
perhaps the most controversial member of the progressive cau-
cus. One of the “rst two Muslim women ever elected to Congress,
Omar has attacked both harsh Israeli policies toward the Palestin-
ians and AIPACes power in Washington, at times, using language
easily regarded as anti-Semitic. sltes all about the Benjamins baby,Z
she tweeted six weeks before the conference, breezily referring to
$100 bills that AIPAC lobbyists spend to fund pro-Israel lawmakers.
Omar apologized for that remark after a storm of accusations,
including from Democratic leaders,that she was employing an
old ethnic slur regarding Jews and money. Only two weeks later,
after Omar questioned the fealty that American Jews show to Israel,
her critics seized on her suggestion of dual loyalty as yet another
anti-Jewish insult. This time, she refused to apologize.

«| say raise hell, make people feel uncomfortable,Z she told a

NEWSWEEK.COM
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crowd of American Muslims in the LosAngelesareaafew weeks
later. ShesaidlIsrael'sharsh treatment of Palestinians“is violating
basichuman rights... We must alsohold thosewe love, those with
whom we havesharedvalues,accountable.”

Omar, a Somaliwar refugee,and her fellow Muslim freshman,
RepresentativeRashidaTlaib of Michigan, are speakingout as
neverbefore againstisrael's52-yearoccupation of the WestBank,
U.S.nancial and political support of the Jewishstate,and discrim -
ination againstMuslims in the United StatesTheir remarks have
fractured the Democratic Party, with older, mainstream members

POLITICS

like House SpeakemNancy Pelosiand nearly all the party’s Jewish
lawmakerscondemning their remarks. But prominent progres-
sivesjncluding SenatorBernie Sandersof Vermont and Represen
tative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortezof New York, defend them.

Tlaib, the rst Palestinian American woman in Congresshas
called for acut-off of U.Smilitary aid to Israel and a one-state
solution to the Israel-Palestiniancon ict—a proposal Israel and
its supportersview asspelling the end of the Jewishstate.Shealso
saidthat shewouldn’t join an annual trip to Israel this summer
sponsoredby AIPAC’ssducational arm, which hasbecomeatrite of
passagdor new members.Instead, Tlaib said,shewould organize
her own congressionaldelegationto the WestBank,where her
grandmother still livesin avillage outside of Ramallah.“l know
this is something my colleaguesdon’t usually getto experience,
and | think it's an essentialpart of taking afully informed, human-
centeredand realistic approach aspolicymakers,”Tlaib told Vice
News.“l hopeit inspires usto choosevaluesrather than sides.”

Tobesure,Omar and Tlaib are no friends of Israel. And while
defendersacknowledgethey could be more sensitivein their lan-
guagethey reject the accusationthat they’re anti-Semites.

“Thesetwo congresswomanare shaking off the old mindset with
regard to the Palestinequestion,” Nihad Awad,executivedirector
of the Council on American-Islamic Relations,a Washington-based
Muslim civil liberties organization, tells NewsweeKThey’renot
trying to t into the historical Washington mindset, which has
beenunjustly pro-Israel for decadesAnd they represent a whole
new generation of progressiveactivists nationwide.”

All of asudden,Israel hasbecomeaspartisan an issueasimmi -
gration and health care.AsRepublicansdemonstratedin their
AIPACspeechesthe congresswomenhave becomeuseful foils
in their campaign for the 2020 elections. With their push to
paint the entire Democratic Party as anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli,

ANTI-SEMITIC

Republicanshopeto siphon enoughvotesand campaigndonations
from one of the most loyal Democratic groupsto turn toss-upcon-
gressionaldistricts and battleground statesred. Suchvictories, they
hope, could help guaranteethe re-election of PresidentDonald
Trump, continued Republicancontrol overthe Senate or enough
gainsin the Houseto reclaim GOPcontrol.

Theelection outcome could haveprofound impact on foreign
policy. If Trump wins, he’slikely to double down on his staunch
support for Israel, although one neverknows with Trump. If a
Democrat wins, the in uence of progressives like Omar could lead
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to previously unthinkable changes to the U.S.-Israel relationship velopmentand routine passagef resolutions recognizing Israel’'s

amid apost-Trump backlash.

‘The American Politicians Got the Message’
mostly one-sided,few can claim more credit than AIPAC.Those
who havechallengedlsraeli policies often nd themselveson the
wrong end of the organization’s formidable political operation.
In perhapsthe most storied case AIPACactivistsin 1984tar-
getedSenatorCharlesPercyof Illinois, then the chairman of the
SenateForeign RelationsCommittee. Percyhad de ed Israelon a
handful of issuesmost memorably by supporting the U.S saleof
AWACSarly-warning aircraft to SaudiArabia—aweaponssale
Israel and AIPACvehementlyopposedbut which narrowly cleared
the Senateby atwo-vote margin, thanks largely to Percy’sinu -
ential endorsementasheadof the panelthat overseesuchsales.
In response AIPACboard member Robert Asherpersuaded
liberal Democratic congressmanPaul Simonto run againstPercy,
Simon later wrote in his autobiography. With AIPAC’ssncourage

“right to defenditself” after military operations againstthe Pales
tinians that somecriticize asdisproportionate. Thelobby haseven
convinced the Trump administration to adopt Israel’'sanodyne
terminology for the WestBank,calling the territory “contested”
or “Israeli-controlled,” rather than “occupied.”

TheObamaadministration took afar tougher line with Israel,
re ecting Democratic disillusionment that had beenquietly build -
ing for years.Policytoward Israel becameapartisan issuein March
2015 after Obamareachedan agreementwith Iran that curtailed
its nuclear program in exchangefor sanctionsrelief. At the invi-
tation of the Republicanswho then ran the House,lsraeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahudelivereda ery speechbefore a
joint meeting of Congressurging lawmakersto oppose the deal.
Dozensof Democratsde antly boycotted his speech.

Netanyahu hasopenly aligned himself with Trump and the
Republicans.In turn, the president, defying decadesf U.Spolicy,
recognizedJerusalemasthe capital of Israel and openedan embas
sythere lastyear.In March, Trump recognizedlIsraeli sovereignty

ment, pro-Israel PACs and wealthy American Jews provided Simon over the Golan Heights, which Israel captured in the 1967 Middle

IGNORE

with $3.1million—fully 40 percentof his war chest.Asingle Jew
ish activist alone nanced $1.6million worth of attack adsagainst
Percy.Simonreceived65 percent of the Jewishvote to Percy’s 35
percent,which proved decisivein Simon’svictory.

“All the Jewsn America,from coastto coast,gatheredto oust Per
cy,and the American politicians—those who hold public positions
now and thosewho aspireto—got the message,Tom Dine, AIPAC’s
executivedirector atthe time, told aclosedfundraising dinner in
Toronto, according to an investigative pieceon AIPACby CBS60
Minutes. Dine alsosaid AIPAC’scampaign againstPercy“de ned
Jewishpower in Americafor the restof this century.”

Percy’'sdefeatestablishedAIPACasa powerful political force
that lawmakerscrossedat their own peril. Sincethen, the lobby
hashelped shapeareliably pro-Israel Houseand Senatewinning
broad bipartisan support everyyearfor foreign aid appropriations,
out of which Israel receivesmore than $3billion in security assis
tanceannually, making it the largestrecipient of U.Sforeign largess.

Butin the view of many in Washington, AIPAC’'spower alsohas
produced over the yearsa decidedlyunequal view of the Israeli-
Palestiniancon ict. Justafew of the lobby’ssuccessemclude win -
ning billions of dollars in additional aid to Israel for missile de-
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East war. He also has cut off aid to the Palestinians, closed PalestinA New Generation

ian of“ces in Washington and sided with Israel in its continuing

clashes with militants in Gaza.

Omar, Tlaib and their supporters in Congress are now speaking
out forcefully against such policies. Last May, when Israeli troops
opened “re and killed scores of Palestinians demonstrating at the

and visible,of Israelss critics. She appears to embrace the role
of a political provocateur, particularly when it comes to foreign
policy. Omar articulates a view that is rarely heard from a sitting
member of Congress, one that has been forged from her “rst-

Gaza border fence, Ocasio-Cortez, then a candidate challenging hand experiences of war and exile.

Democratic incumbent Joe Crowley, a staunch defender of Israel,

Born into a prosperous family in Mogadishu, the Somali capital,

wrote a tweet calling it a smassacre.Z | hope my peers have theshe was a child when civil war erupted in the 1980s. In interviews,
moral courage to call it such,Z she added. *No state or entity is she has said her earliest memories recall her fears as she huddled
absolved of mass shootings of protesters. There is no justi“cation. in her room, listening to the muf’ed thud of mortars “ring and
Palestinian people deserve basic human dignity, as anyone else.the ear-shattering blasts of shells landing nearby. At age 7, she
Democrats canet be silent about this anymore.Z

WAR CHEST
AIPAC hasone of the
most powerful political
operations in Washington.
In 1984, its leaders
marshaled opposition
to Percy, above, after
KHG HH GUD BRQD
handful of issues. At left,
Palestinian Civil Defense
P HPEHIXRXDYUH
after an Israeli airstrike
leveled a six-story building
in Gaza City in 2018.

and her family "ed to neighboring Kenya, where they lived in a
squalid refugee camp for four years. I experienced and witnessed
unspeakable suffering from those who, like me, had lost every-
thing because of war,Z she recalled in a commentary published
last month in The Washington PosOne of her few fond memories
of the camp was the “Ims she watched that showed manicured
American towns. ¢l dreamed of one day coming to the United
States of America,a land that promised peace and opportunity
regardless of oness faith or ethnicity,Z she wrote.

Granted asylum as refugees, Omar and her family moved to
the United States in 1992. Arriving in New York, Omar has said
she was confused when she saw trash and homeless people in the
streets,her “rst brush with the American underbelly. The fam-
ily continued on to Minneapolis, where they settled among the
cityes large Somali population. After 9/11, Omar donned the hijab,
not so much out of religious conviction, she has said, as from a
determination to show her cultural identity at a time when many
Americans viewed Muslims with suspicion.

A mother of three children by the time she was in her 20s,
Omar enrolled at North Dakota State University, graduating in
2011. She then became involved in politics, “rst volunteering for
local and state legislative campaigns, then working as an aide to
a Minneapolis city councilman before running for a seat in the
Minnesota Legislature herself. She won that contest in 2016 after
campaigning on a progressive platform. After only a year and
a half, she ran in 2018 for the open U.S. congressional seat for
Minnesotaes 5th District, which includes Minneapolis and some
suburbs. She won, joining the Democratic freshman class that
wrested control of the House from the Republicans.

James Zogby, president of the Arab American Institute, a nation-
wide organization that promotes the communityes participation in
politics, says Omar and Tlaib are emblematic of a new generation
of young Arab Americans who donst carry the immigrant baggage
of their parents and grandparents. On college campuses, in city
and state governments, and now in the U.S. Congress, these young
Arabs not only assert their ethnic identity; theyere also not afraid to
speak out against the Trump administrationss immigration policies
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and its support of the Saudi-ledwar in Yemen,or to confront a
much wealthier and better organized Jewishcommunity overthe
issueof Israel. Moreover, Zogbyadds,on theseand other issues,
Arab American activists haveformed coalitions with other groups
representing ethnic, racial and religious minorities, suchasBlack
LivesMatter and evensome left-wing Jewish groups that oppose
the Israeli occupation.

“Theyhavea greater senseof con dence than existedin ear
lier generations.It's amuch more assertivegeneration,” Zogby
tells Newsweek'Peoplethought [the anti-Arab backlashafter]
9/11would quashtheir identity. In fact, it had the opposite ef-
fect: It sparkedde ance. Arab Americansfelt, ‘We’renot those
guys,and you're not going to treat us that way.’ It's a community
that hascomeof age.”

Voice for Victims

, Omar
quickly establishedherselfasan independent voiceon the issueof
U.Sforeign policy, approachingit from the view of thosewho have
beenvictimized by war and U.Spolicies abroad. At acommittee
hearing in February,shemauled Elliot Abrams,acontroversial g -
ure from the Iran-Contra scandalof the 1980swho later pleaded
guilty to lying to Congresspefore being pardoned by President
GeorgeHW. Bush.Today,he’'sTrump’s specialenvoyfor Venezuela.

Omar wasclearly offended that aconvicted liar wasonceagain
testifying under oath. “I fail to understand why membersof this
committee or the American peopleshould nd anytestimony you
givetoday to betruthful,” shesaid.An indignant Abramstried
to respond, but Omar quickly cut him off: “It wasn’'ta question.”
Omar then reminded Abramshe had dismissedas“communist
propaganda”the infamous El Mozote massacrejn which U.S.-
trained Salvadorantroops killed 800 civilians. Shealsoreminded
Abramshe had boastedU.Spolicy in El Salvadorhad beena“fab-
ulous achievement.”Omar then asked,*Yesor no: Do you think
that massacrewvasafabulous achievement?”

“That’saridiculous question,” Abrams snorted. “Yes or no?”
Omar persisted.

Justweeksafter shewassworn in in January,atweet surfaced
that Omar had postedin 2012during one of Israel’sretaliato-
ry bombardments of the GazaStrip. “Israel hashypnotized the
world, may Allah awakenthe peopleand help them seethe evil
doings of Israel,” shewrote. Thereaction wasswift and erce.
Critics called her languageanti-Semitic, accusingher of traf ck -
ing in the age-oldcanard of the Jewspower to inveigle others.
Omar deletedthe tweet and apologized,sayingshewasunaware
her referenceto hypnosis carried anti-Semitic freight. Amonth
later, however,shesparkedmore outrage with the “Benjamins”
tweet about the power of Jewishmoney. Omar wasforced to

apologize a second time. But she pointedly refused to back away = Omar has called on the Trump administration to apply a consis

from her complaint about AIPAC’snancial clout.

AIPAC,in fact, doesnot endorseor raisemoney for candidates;
its acronym standsfor the American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee—not to be confusedwith apolitical action committee, or
PAC whoseprimary fundraising taskfor candidateswould be
illegal under AIPAC’dax-free status.But according to M.J.Rosen
berg,aformer AIPACstaffer who hasbecomeone of the lobby’s
harshestdetractors, Omar’sobservation about the organization’s
in uence isright on target.

In an article in TheNation, Rosenbergwrote that he “per-
sonally witnessedthe whole processof funding and defunding”
candidates.“l satin AIPACstaff meetingsat which the politi -
cal director discussedwhom ‘we’would be supporting in this
campaignand whom ‘we’were going to ‘destroy’in that one,”he
wrote. While AIPACdoesn’tdirectly raisefunds for candidates,
Rosenbergexplained, it researchesand collectsinformation on
candidates—suchastheir voting record on Israel-relatedlegis-
lation, relevant speechesand travel and meetingsin the Middle
East—anddeliversit to pro-lIsrael activists, essentiallyguiding
their campaigndonations toward friendly candidates.
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tent, principled human rights standard, stressing that if the United
States is to have any credibility abroad, the administration must con
demn not only the violations of hostile governments such as Iran
and Venezuela, but also those committed by allies like Saudi Arabia.
+This vision also applies to the Israeli-Palestinian con”ict,Z she
wrote in her Postcommentary, calling for a two-state solution that
srecognizes the shared desire for security and freedom of both peo-
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are now members of Congress who are not willing to ignore the
Israeli governmentes destructive actions because they are afraid of
losing an election,Z McCollum said.

The Democratic presidential candidates vying for the pro-
gressive vote,Sanders, Senator Kamala Harris of California and
Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts,also have expressed
their support for Omar. But Senator Kirsten Gilliborand of New

ples.Z But she reserves her strongest sympathies for the underdogYork, a more mainstream Democrat with unassailable pro-Israel

Palestinians. «Without a state, the Palestinian people live in a state
of permanent refugeehood and displacement,Z she wrote. This,

credentials, has faulted both Omar and her detractors. eThose with
critical views of Israel, such as Congresswoman Omar, should be

too, is a refugee crisis, and they, too, deserve freedom and dignity.Zable to express their views without employing anti-Semitic tropes

Bipartisan Backlash

about money and in"uence,Z Gillibrand said in a statement, *just as
those critical of Omar should not be using Islamophobic language.Z
Mainstream supporters of the Jewish state are also unnerved

and her progressive colleagues are a revelation. Representa-by the shifting landscape. Worried that the in"uence of Omar

tive Betty McCollum of Minnesota told Vice News that Israelss
-apartheid-like policiesZ were antagonizing a growing number of
Democrats and other Americans. *What has changed is that there

REFUGEEHOOD

OPPOSITION PARTY Omar and her backers are speaking out against the
Trump administrationes policies on Israel. From top to bottom: Ocasio-
Cortez; Orthodox Jews in London demonstrate during a pro-Palestine
protest in March; a man at the El Mozote massacre memorial in El Salvador.

and other progressives will erode support for Israel within the
Democratic Party, longtime Democratic pollster Mark Mellman
and Ann Lewis, a former Clinton White House communications

Z

director, recently formed a new group called Democratic Major-
ity for Israel, describing themselves as ¢progressive Democrats
committed to a strong U.S.-Israel relationship.Z
In response to McCollumes «apartheidZ remarks, Mellman
issued a statement, accusing the representative of anti-Semitism.
Such reactions have drawn derision from progressives on Twitter.
*Youere not fooling anyone with this farce,Z tweeted one respondent.
Meanwhile, Omar seems determined to push the boundaries.
At a town hall meeting that took place in a hip Washington
bookstore just two weeks after her «BenjaminsZ tweet, she provoked
yet another round of allegations of anti-Semitism when she said
pro-Israel organizations in the United States epush for allegiance
to a foreign country.Z House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman
Eliot Engel, a fellow Democrat, demanded Omar apologize for her
«vile anti-Semitic slur,Z and New York Representative Nita Lowey
urged her to meet with members of the Jewish community to learn
why they found such accusations of dual loyalty so hurtful.
Responding to Lowey on Twitter, Omar shot back: «Our de-
mocracy is built on debate, Congresswoman! | should not be
expected to have allegiance/pledge support to a foreign coun-
try in order to serve my country in Congress or serve on com-
mittee.Z In a long thread, Omar continued, *| am told every day
that | am anti-American if I am not pro-Israel. | “nd that to be
problematic and | am not alone. | just happen to be willing to
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speakup on it and open myselfto attacks.”

Indeed, for weeksnow, RepublicanshavedemandedOmar’s
removal from the HouseForeign Affairs Committee. Representa
tive SteveScaliseof Louisiana,the second-highest-rankingHouse
Republican,evenexpressedconcern that Omar’spresenceon the
panel allowed her to receiveclassi ed brie ngs, suggestingdual
loyalty on her part that poseda national security threat. “Why
would you haveher on acommittee that important, that senst
tive?” he told Fox News.(Omar’sdefenderspointed out Scalise’s
own checkeredpast.In 2002, he addressedawhite supremacist
group calledthe European-AmericanUnity and Rights Organi-
zation, founded by David Duke, aformer Grand Wizard of the
Ku Klux Klan.) He later claimed he wasunaware of the af liation.

With pressure building, the House Democratic leadership sum

“ RAISE HELL

moned the party caucusin late March to consider aresolution
condemning Omar by namefor what they regardedasher anti-Se
mitic remarks. But party progressivespushedback,protesting she
wasunder re primarily for criticizing Israel. Moreover, they ar-
gued,shehad beensingled out becauseshewasMuslim and black.
If the Housewasgoing to condemn anti-Semitism, it alsohad to
condemn Islamophobia, theselawmakerssaid, citing aposterat a
recent GOPeventin the WestVirginia Legislaturethat juxtaposed
animageof the burning World TradeCenterwith an Omar photo.
Both Omar and Tlaib havereceiveddeath threats, and in Febru-
ary, Christopher Hasson,aU.SCoastGuard lieutenant, wasarrested
and found to havealarge cacheof weaponsand aroster of Dem-
ocratic lawmakershe plotted to Kill, including Omar and Ocasio-
Cortez.“No wonder why | am on the ‘Hitlist’ of adomesticterrorist
and ‘Assassinatédlhan Omar’ is written on my local gasstations,”
Omar tweeted.“Look no further, the GOP’santi-Muslim display
likening meto aterrorist rocksin statecapitols and no oneis con-
demning them!” (Trump called Hasson'sallegedplot “ashame.”)
In the end, the resolution denouncedanti-Semitism, aswell
asbigotry againstMuslims and other religious groups, African
Americans,Asian Americans,Native Americans,immigrants, Pa
ci ¢ Islandersand LGBTpeople.lt passedhe Houseby avote of
407 to 23,with all Democratsin attendanceunanimous in their
support. Theresolution, however,hasonly deepenedhe partisan
divide over Israel,and the threats againstOmar keepcoming. In
April, police arrestedanother man who called Omar’sof ce and
threatenedto “put abullet in her skull;” he labeledher a“terror -
ist.” Thenext day, Trump made a sarcasticreferenceto Omar in
acampaignspeechto JewishRepublicansin LasVegasWith the

2020 election cycle now underway, GOP leaders are seizing upon
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the broader anti-bigotry measure, aswell asOmar’scomments,
to put in motion their election strategyof tarring all Democrats
asboth anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic.

Republicansare basingtheir strategyin part on polls that show
far greater sympathy for Israel among Republicanvotersthan
Democrats.A 2018 PewResearchCenter poll showed79 percent
of Republicanssaidthey sympathizedmore with Israelthan with
Palestinians,comparedwith just 27 percent of Democrats.Pew
saidthe partisan divide over the issuewaswider than at anytime
in the past40 years.A huge component of Israel'ssupporters are
evangelicalChristians, who makeup athird of the Republicanbase.

But a couple of political realities should give Republicans
pause American Jewsare not single-issuevotersand don’t choose
their presidents on the basis of their pro-Israel sympathies alone.
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THREATASSESSMENT From top to bottom: Netanyahu
gives an address in Jerusalemon April 3; Trump addresses
AIPAC in March 2016; white supremacists march in Virginiain
August 2017, chanting, «Jews will not replace us!Z

And most Jews historically vote Democratic. In the 2016 presiden-
tial election, 68 percent of Jews voted for Hillary Clinton, while

only 28 percent chose Trump, according to a GBA Strategies poll.

A Pew poll showed Obama captured 69 percent of the Jewish
vote in 2012 and 74 percent in 2008.

Lastly, despite all of their pandering at the AIPAC conference,
the Republicans have a dismal record when it comes to comments
that offend Jews. During his campaign, Trump perpetuated stereo-
types of Jews using money to buy in"uence, telling Jewish donors,

*Youere not going to support me because | donet want your money.
You want to control your politicians,thates “ne.Z At the same

event, he drew on another Jewish stereotype, telling the audience,

Just before the midterm election last November, he tweeted,
*We cannot allow Soros, [Tom] Steyer, and [Michael] Bloomberg
to BUY this election! Get out and vote Republican November
6th. #MAGA.Z All three are wealthy Jewish donors to Democrat-
ic candidates. McCarthy deleted the tweet but strongly denied
any anti-Semitic intent.

Challenges Ahead

only about money, Rosenberg wrote imThe Nationarticle. There
are plenty of other reasons why the United States has allied itself
with Israel over the past 70 years, ranging from Cold War strategic
considerations to modern-day intelligence sharing against terror-
ists and Iran. But a major reason, Rosenberg noted, is the Holo-
caust, which underscored the need for a safe Jewish state. Incidents
such as the white supremacist gunman who attacked the Tree of
Life synagogue in Pittsburgh during Sabbath services last October,
killing 11 worshipers, only reinforce that reason.

But Rosenberg also argued the continuing need for a Jewish safe
haven doesnet mean Israel must maintain its occupation of the
West Bank and deny the Palestinians their own state on those lands.
And, he added, it certainly doesnet mean a U.S. policy of uncon-
ditional support for Israelss right-wing Netanyahu government.

Omar and her progressive supporters represent the “rst credi-
ble challenge to those policies. Their successful effort to produce
a resolution that condemns all forms of bigotry, instead of only
Omar and anti-Semitism, was no small accomplishment, given the
strength of Israelss supporters among Democrats.

Future challenges are likely to prove more dif“cult,and taxing
on Democratic unity. Next up: a looming battle in the House over
Boycott, Divest and Sanctions, a pro-Palestinian campaign that
calls for Israelss economic isolation as a way to pressure it to end its
occupation of the West Bank. Israel and its supporters have called
BDS anti-Semitic, and AIPAC sponsored a bill that would allow state
and municipal governments to punish any company that partici-
pates. The measure, drafted by Florida Republican Senator Marco

«l'm a negotiator, like you folks. We are negotiators,Z he said. Is Rubio and West Virginia Democratic Senator Joe Manchin, has

there anybody who doesnet negotiate deals in this room?Z

already passed the Senate. But signi“cantly, nearly half the Dem-

Trump also has depicted Jews as «globalists,Z using their power for ocratic caucus voted against it, including all the senators running

their own enrichment. The “nal television ad of his 2016 campaign
showed images of the Hungarian-born “nancier George Soros; Janet

Yellen, then-chairwoman of the Federal Reserve; and Lloyd Blankfein,

then-chairman of Goldman Sachs,all Jews,as Trump warned of
the eglobal special interests.Z Shadowy “gures spartner with these
people who donet have your good in mind,Z he said.

And after white supremacists chanting «Jews will not replace usZ

clashed violently with protesters in Charlottesville, Virginia, in Au-

for the presidency in 2020, with the exception of Amy Klobuchar
of Minnesota. Each of the senators who voted against the measure
cited its infringement on the First Amendment right to free speech
as the reason for their opposition. *While | do not support the BDS
movement, we must defend every Americanes constitutional right
to peacefully engage in political activity,Z Sanders tweeted.

But another reason is also painfully clear: to remain a viable
candidate in the upcoming primaries, it will be vital for contenders

gust 2017, Trump said there were svery “ne people on both sides.Zto win the support of the Democratic base, which skews younger,

McCarthy, the House minority leader, also has offended Jews.

more multiethnic and progressive,in short, Omares supporters.
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